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Foreword

The need of a series of progressive lessons for beginners in Cuneiform
has long been felt in the Columbia University Semitic Department. The
object of the present work is to lighten the labours of the English
speaking Assyrian student, who has hitherto been compelled to learn, by
sheer force of memory, the ninety-eight simple signs before he could
proceed to read the most ordinary text. In the following lessons an
attempt has been made to grade the acquisition of the signs and the
learning of the main features of the grammar, so that the student may
proceed, inductively and with comparative facility, to master simultaneously
both the intricacies of the characters and the most salient facts of Assyrian
grammatical structure.

My especial thanks are due to my friend Dr. Robert J. Lau of
Columbia University for the great care and skill with which he has
autographed the sign-lists and exercises.

J. Dyneley Prince.
Columbia University, New York.
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‘Assyrian-English Glossary.

Note that in the following word-list, Arabic numerals standing alone refer
to the pages of the preceding lessons and that small Roman numerals followed
by Arabic numerals refer to the text of the last three lessons, the Arabic
numerals indicating the numbered lines. Thus, 48 would mean page 48, but
XV, 10 indicates the tenth line of the fifteenth lesson.

Note also that verbs final Ry are indicated throughout by final ™.

N

IRgR 8du ‘one’, 11; édes ‘alome’, 89, 41. o
bR dlu ‘city’, pl. aldng, 15.
an abu ‘father’, pl. abdti, 8; abisu ‘his father’, (gen.), XIIT, 14.
238 abdbu ‘shine, be pure’, 35; prec. lthbtb ‘mny he shine’; adj.
ebbu ‘shining, pure’.
73R abiktu ‘defeat’; ideogr. SI—81, 41.
Yoax abkallum ‘leader, governor’, 38.
jar abnu ‘stone’, 43.
-an, ebéru ‘cross over’, 49; pret. &bir, XV, 6.
3R agdgu ‘be angry’; pret. eqgugma, XIV, 6. Noun: uggatu
‘anger’, 28.
DX agammu ‘marsh’, 49; pl. agamme, XV, 6.
a8, adi prep. ‘unto, as far as, together with’, 88.
=98 addru ‘fear’, 39; pret. adur, XII, 11.
wINg edsu ‘new’, 28.
+ 2, ezébu ‘leave, abandon’, 89, 41.
1IN, ezzu ‘strong, powerful’, 22.
=18, ezéru ‘curse’; prec. pret. 1 p. luzzurma, XV, 10; ezru ‘a curse’,
XV, 10.
nx ahu ‘brother’, 15; ahatu ‘sister’, 15.
M8 ahdzu ‘seize, grasp’, 47; III, 1 udahhae, XIII, 16.
“uN, etéru ‘spare, save', 41.
1R, énu ‘eye’, 11.
=8 dru ‘reach, attain’, 23, 39.
moN akd ‘cripple, feeble’, 87.
LYox akdlu ‘eat’; pret. ekulma, XV, 11.
bon* ekallu ‘temple, palace’, 42. Not a Semitic word, but from
Sumerian e-gal ‘big house’.



b8 dlu ‘god’, pl. ¢ldni, 11, 87.
YR %l ‘not’; usual negative = Heb. Nb.
S8* ultu prep. ‘from’, 11.
o8, eld ‘go up, ascend’, 48; pret. elf, XIV, 5. AdJ elind, fem.
elinitu, * upper’, 38 Prep ely agamst over’, 11.
o8, aldku ‘go’, 87, 48; pret. 1 p. allik, XIV, 18; 8 p. ik, 19.
Yo aldlu ‘shine, be \mght 85; adj. ellu, fem. ellitu ‘bright, pure’,
28, 34.
Yo% aldlu ‘hang’ (trans.); pret. 1 p. alul, XIII, 15.
o ummu ‘mother’, 15.
oNy emd ‘father-in-law’; eméfu ‘mother-in- law 15.
YoX amélu ‘man’; pl. amelﬁu, 11.:
IR ummandts ‘troops 41; XIII, 16.
PUR emdqu power 44.
R amdru ‘see’; pret. 1'p. amur, XI[ 9.
C L amR tamertu cxrcumference ; tha tmmrtc ‘around' 41.
Ry méru ‘ass’, 15.
IR ana prep. unto 4ma ‘in, by, 11.
M8 annd ‘this’; fem. annétu, 19; pl. annditu (tz), anmiu 20.
"R undtu ‘furniture, Jmplements 43; XII, 10.
7r andku pron. 1p. ‘I', 8. .
TR andku ‘lead’ (metal), 34.
1R aninu ‘we’; a)so: anini, nénu, néns, 8.
TR endu ‘weak’, 22.
_FIOR usdti ‘help, assmtance 37.
o8 isinnu ‘feast’, 50 ; winng, XV 11.
box aplu ‘son’, 23.
OEN apsil ‘abyss, ocean’, 33.
weR, epldu ‘do, make’, 37 adj. ztpzéu aotwe, capable’.
-ER apdru: appardtz pL of apparu mazsh 45; XV, 6.
=eR, epru ‘dust’, 46.
] artu ‘breast, front’, 84. ..
a-n, Uréd; name of a tribe, 23.
N3O vrba ‘four 8% :
"R, erid ‘like an eagle’, XII 3 from erdl ‘eagle’, 84. .
na urfu ‘road’, 19; XII, 11 XV, 2. :
o8 aramme, pL siege mstument,s 48; XIV, 12.
YN érgitu ‘earth’, 11.
=" ardru ‘curse’; arratu ‘a curse 28. .
. wR* Zgtu prep. ‘from’, 11.
wx tdatu ‘fire’, 34.
R addru ¢ care for, pay attention to’; pret. adur, XII, 10.
“wx adru ‘place’, 28, 39.
T0R addridu ‘leader’, 88.
COR usu ‘foundation’, 11; XV, 8.
NUR addatu ‘wife, woman’, 11, 28.
JwR, dtén ‘one’, XII, 8.
NN ette ‘with’, 11.
MNR atta ‘thow’, fem. atts, 8; attdnu ‘ye’, 8.
YR #tlum ‘hero’; sometimes written ¢dlum, 87.



3

ana bdbu ‘gate’, 28, 49; XV, 4.

b3 bélum ‘lord’, 28, 44; XII, 12; bélt, constr. of béltu ‘lady’,
50; XV, 7 ,

i burtu well 49 XV, 6.
3 bitu ‘house’, 11, 84 48. Bitdarani ‘fortifications’, 44.
3 bamdte(tr) ‘hlgh places, heights’, 15.

33 band ‘build, beget'; noun: nabnitu ‘offspring’, XIV 3.
pn3 bardqu ‘lighten’, 38.

s dadd ‘be, enst 11; busu ‘property’, 48.

J

23 gabbu ‘all’, XIV, 7.

b3 gztmalwm perfect 88.

=ns gimru en’arety, constr. gmur, 19; XII 5.
=3 gardru ‘run’; qarru ‘campaign’, 40.

gy gadru mlghty, 22.

1

Y31 dagdlu ‘look’; pret. adgul, XII, 8; idgul, 19.
o711 dadmu ‘dwellmg pl. dadnie, 28,

T déku ‘slay, kill’; pret. addk, XIII 16 ; maddlktu ‘fortification’.
N1 dimdte ‘posts, stakes’, XII, 15 pl of dimtu.
pns damdgqu ‘be favourable to', 34; adj. damqu ‘favourable,
gracious’, 87.
129 dandnu ‘be powerful’; adj. dannu ‘powerful’, 15, 87; fem.
dannatu, 15. Noun: dunnu ‘power, strength’, XV, 8.
net duppu ‘clay tablet’, XIV, 11.

,

v ‘and’, 11.

531 abdlu ‘carry, bring’; nouns: muttabzlatu I2 partc ‘portable

things’; biltu ‘tribute’, 49; XV, 5. -

X%y asd ‘go out’; noun: eitu ‘nsmg of the sun’, 89.

A ard ‘bring’; uraddu. XIV, 4 = urd—{-—du

9 arkd ‘after’, XII, 8.

6 addbu ‘dwell 88; noun: Jubtu ‘dwellmg, XIV, 2 with suffix
Subatsun, XIII 14.

-

=51 zikaru ‘hero, male’, 11.

91 zamdny ‘enemy’, 38.

Op7 2agdpu ‘set up’; asqup, X1V, 13.

npt zaqdtu ‘be sharp’; zaqtu, pl. zagtits ‘sharp’, XIV, 7. Noun:
zugtu ‘sharp peak’, XIV, 5.

N7 2éru: constr. zér ‘seed’, XIII, 14.
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a]

N hadid oyfully’, 48.

" tafazu ‘battle’, 39, 42; XII, 10. Mapazu ‘city’, XII, 2.
vn hattu ‘sceptre’, XV, 1.

n gulkmu ‘garment’, XV, 9,
yon furdsu ‘gold’, 84, 43.
mon taftd ‘defeat’; tahtddunu, XIV, 8.

Q

o, ému ‘counsel, wisdom, taste’, XV, 1.

2 tdbu, fem. gdbtu ‘good’, 15.

T tddu ‘road’, 19.

u fitu ‘clay, mud’, 23.

Yuw titallu ‘toreh’; fitallis, ‘like a torch’, XIV, 8.

nRY ¢dte ‘me’, 18. »

a~ tdu ‘hand’, 28; ¢dd-ia ‘my hends’, (dual), XII, 18.
=p" aqartu, fem. ‘precious’, 43.
=W meSaru ‘righteousness’, 37.

1

q kdsa ‘thee’; kddi, 18; kdsunu ‘you’, 18.

03> kabdsu ‘tread’, III, 1, parte. constr.; sukbus ‘hostile advance’,

XIV, 12.
=35 kibrdti ‘regions’, 87.
n3> kabittu ‘heart, liver’, XIV, 6.
= kadre ‘gifts, tribute’, 47; XIII, 16.
Yo kdlu ‘all’, 88; kdliunu ‘all of them’, XIV, 4.
11> kdnw ‘establish’, 49; pret. ukin, XV, 5. Noun: kittu
‘righteousness’, 87.
"> kima ‘like, like to, 11.
7> kaklku ‘weapon’, 88.
1395 kalbanndti ‘axes’, 48; XIV, 12.
3> kandsu ‘bow down’, 89.
90> kaspu ‘silver’, 48.
mxs kugsd ‘cold, XII, 11.
09> karmu ‘ploughed field, XV, 3.
172 kurunnu ‘wine’, XV, 11.
oo kird$u ‘camp’; with suffix kirassu, 41.
> kadddu ‘conquer’; pret. 1 p. aksud, 19, XIV, 9, 12, 44;
théudd, 3 pl. fem., 42.
Swo kegédts ‘hosts’, 87.
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x5 I8 ‘not’, 11.
BN, > parte. ld, & ‘swallow up, devour’, 88.

3 libbu ‘heart’; libbi, XIV, 6.

=25 labiru ‘old, ancient’, 28.

©a> labdsu ‘be clothed ; II, 1 ulabdis, XV, 9.

%5 ld ‘verily’, 11. Strengthening and precative particle.
> liddnu ‘tongue, language’, 15.

=55 lallarum ‘honey’, XV, 11.

5 lamé ‘swround’; pret. 1 p. almé, XVI, 12. Noun: lLmétu

‘boundary, border’, 44. '

M5 Gmnu ‘evil’, 34; XV 10.
Ngpb ligd ‘take’; pret alqd XII, 3.

=]

“Rym mdru ‘son’, 88.

pXn mimma ‘whatever, something’, 34, 43.

nXn mdtu ‘land’, 15. Probably not a Semitic word, but from
Sumenan

=an magdru ‘favour 38 migru, constr. migur ‘favourite’, 87.

nMm mdtu ‘die’; I, zmtdt XV, 2.

yrn mahdgu ‘smash, smite’; pret. with suffix: ampagsu ‘I smote

: him’. Noun: mundahsu ‘warrior’, for mumtahigu.

“nn makru ‘first’, 40; tamhdru ‘battle’, 41.

“2% namkuru ‘property’, 48.

8Yn mald ‘be full’; mala ‘as many as’, 11.

T>n maldku ‘rule, counsel maliku, pl malke, malkdm prince’;
malkatu, pl. malkdts * princess’, 15; milleu ‘counsel, advice’
XV, 1.

1 mannu ‘who?'; méind ‘what?’, 20.

M mand ‘count, reckon’; pret. amnd, 43.

npn magdtu ‘fall’; pret. amqut, 49.

©n mudu ‘night’, 84.

=im maddru ‘leave, abandon; II, 1, umadsir ‘he left’, XIV 2.

"N medrits ‘limbs’, 34(?).

i

N3: nabd ‘speak, utter’, 34; nibu ‘number’, 45.
Y2y nabdlu ‘destroy ; pret. abul, X1I, 4.
{'eH mgz,s,m ‘gorge’, 89.
= nadd ‘set, place, lay’; pret. addi, XV, 8.
112 naddnu ‘give’; pret. tddm, 15; pres. 3 pl tnamdinii-ma, XIV, 2.
Noun: mandatu ‘tribute, gift', XV, 5.
1 ndru ‘light,, 84.
113 mazdzu ‘stand’; pret. 8 p. fem. tazziz-ma, XII, 18; 1 p. aezaz, 19.
PR nedte ‘us’, 18.
= néru ‘yoke', XII, 9.
=% néru ‘a ner = 600.



095 meksu ‘breach in a wall’, XIV, 12.

=53 nakdru ‘change, hostile’; K 11, 1, unakkér, XIII, 16; XV, 12.
Noun: ndkaru enemy, XIV 7 XYV, 10.

=m> namdru ‘shine’, 85.

nos nasdhu ‘tear away’; pret. assup, XIV, 8.

wo: napidtu ‘life, 41.

n%: nagdru ‘keep, 87. Noun. nigertu ‘treasure’, 43.

P> nagdru ‘tear down, destroy’; pret. 1 p. aqur, XII, 4.

Nws nasd ‘lift up’; pret. 1 p. adéé, XV, 7; III, 1, udadst with fem.
suffix, XIV, 5; partc. nd$, XV, 1.

PW naddqu ‘kiss’; II, 1. wunaddig; XIV, 10.

o]

170 sudinnu ‘a sort of bird’,. 89.

oo sahdpu ‘overthrow’; pret. tshup, XIV, 9.

“no sahdru ‘surround’, 37 tna sihirti: prep. ‘around’, XIII, 5.
oo sisu ‘horse, 42; XII 9

no0 sakdpu ‘overthrow’; pret. askup, 19; ¢skap, XII, 12.
00 samnu, ordinal: ‘eighth’, 11.

100 sapdnu ‘sweep away, overthrow’; aspunm, XII, 5.

050 sippu ‘threshold’, 49; XV, 4.

=£D supdru ‘enclosure’, 22.

nd sittu, pl. sittit ‘rest, remainder’, 28.

g

=30 pagru corpse pagris ‘like a corpse’, XIII, 15
1 pd, gen. pi mouth 22,

2} pdtu ‘limit’, XII, 5: pdt gemre ‘entirety’.

WD patiru spht Noun' patru ‘dagger’, 28.

nbe palihu ‘fear’; pulpu, XIV, 9; puluptu ‘fear’, XII, 12.
who pzl#u pl. pdéz(e) ‘hole, mine’, 48; XIV, 12
Tpe piqittu ‘order, muster’, XII, 9

“p paru ‘mule’, 42,

"D parakku ‘royal chamber, shrine’, 88.

¥p parddu ‘flee’, 39; IV, 1, pret. spparid XIV, 2.
ai st paréddu ‘ﬂee 41. Quadnhteral from €.
NgND pitd ‘open’; pret apté-ma, 43.

Y
N3y sdbu ‘warrior’, 41.
aax sumbu ‘cart’; pl. sumbe, 42.
nax sabdtu ‘seize’; pret. 1 p. agbas, XIII, 11.
anx sthru ‘little, small’, 22, 44.
=X géru, comstr. gzr agamst XV, 5.
pbx salmu ‘image’; constr. gala/m 19; XIV, 12;. XV, 9.
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obx galmu ‘black’; fem. pl. constr. salmdt: salmdt gagqadi ‘the
black headed ones’, i. e., the Babylonians, 39.

Tnx simettu ‘span, team’, XII, 9.

mRx sugd ‘marsh’, 19.

nax gardhu ‘cry out’; I, 2. égsarih, XII, 6; XIV, 6.

nax garpu ‘refined silver’, 84.

P

nRp gdtu ‘hand’, 19; dual gatd, 42.

Yap gablu ‘midst; combat’, 41.

wp gidtu ‘gift’, 23.

=%p gisru ‘strength, power’; constr. gigir, XV, 8.

1pp gagqadit ‘head’, 39.

=pp gaqqgdru ‘territory, ground’, XV, 8,

anp qerbu midst’, 85; constr. girid, 42; qitrubu ‘battle, attack’, 42.
1p garradu ‘warrior’, 88; qurddu ‘warrior’, 15.

nYp qadtu ‘bow’; gaddtsunu ‘their bows’, XII, 18. PL is gasdt:.

’

"R, réum ‘shephberd’, 87.

oxgn rdmu ‘love’, 87.

wR" résu ‘head’, 15, 28.

mas rabd ‘be big, large’; III, 1. udardd, 88. Adj. rabd, fem.
rabitu, pl. rabiti, rabdts ‘big, large’, 22, 87.

254 rakdbu ‘ride, mount’; noun: narkabdtu, constr. narkabat;

, pl. narkabdts, X1V, 5.

mxn ragd ‘help, aid’; pl. parte. régé ‘allies’, 41.

"W radid ‘possess’; used particularly of mental qualities; parte.
seen in rd§ #8md ‘possessor of counsel, understanding’, XV, 1.

2]
W fa: rel. pron. ‘who’; prep. ‘of’, 11, 19.
Y8 $a’'dlu ‘ask’; pret. 1 p. addl, XV, 7.
“NRg® §érw ‘morning’, 15.
=3 Sabdru ‘break’; pret. 8 p. fem. tadbir, XII, 18.
M98 dadd ‘mountain’, 28. .

e §4 ‘he; that one’, 8. 5% ‘she’, 8. Sunu, fina ‘they’ (masc.
and fem.). Sdsu, fem. 343, 8, 18; Suatu, fem. diati, pl.
Suatunu, fem. §atina, 19; also Satunu, masc. pl. demon-
strative pronoun = ‘that one, those ones’.

Y Satdru ‘write’; 111, 1. usadtér-ma, XIV, 11.

o $dmu ‘set, fix, establish’; §imtu ‘fate, destiny’, 34; XV, 2.

o dépu ‘foot’, 48; Jépi-ia ‘my feet’, XIV, 5.

120 Sakdnu ‘set, establish’, 84; pret. askun, XIV, 8; I, 1.
adtakan, 41.

350 dalgu ‘snow’, XII, 11.
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A

S5¢ dal@lu ‘take as booty’; pret. adlula, 44. Noun: sallatu ‘booty’;
dallatis ‘as booty’, 48; S3allasunu = sallat- sunu ‘their

booty’, 44.

o daldmu ‘set’ (of the sun), 88. Noun: Julmu ‘peace, greeting’,
19, 50; XV, 7.

=13 éumu ‘name’, 34 43; pl. sume, XIV,11; constr. sing. $um,
XTII, 16.

g Samd ‘heaven ; pL éamé, 385.
mon dend ‘two’, XII, 8.

PW dandnu ‘rival, vie with’, 388.
boW Saplu, fem. daplitu ‘low’, 39.

- yoY Jipsu ‘might, power’, 39.

=0W Sepru ‘message’; constr. Sipér, 19.
= darru, pl. Sarrdnd ‘king’, 15; Jarrdtu ‘kingdom, royalty’, 38.
9% Sardpu ‘burn’; pret. 1 p. asrup, XII, 4.
PO dardgu ‘give’; pret. 1 p. adrug, XIII, 16.
mp@ dagii ‘high’, 28.
DY dattu ‘year’, 49; Jattidam ‘annually’, XV, 5.

n

oy tdmtu(m) ‘sea’, 38, 89; gen. tdmtim, XIV, 2.
o tdru ‘turn, return’, 84; III, 1. wfér, XV, 8.
9o tikkdty ‘ropes’, XIV 5.
Yon tukultu, constr. tulklat ‘trust, confidence’, XIV 9.
bn #lw ‘hill, mound’, XV, 8.
obn faldmu ‘give, present 38.
a0 tappu ‘companion’, 84; tappdtu ‘companionship’, 87. This
is probably from Sumenan tab ‘two’ and is consequently
non-Semitic.



CORRIGENDA TO THE LESSONS

Page 33. In Lesson X, line 2, the RA-sign should have an extra
perpendicular wedge.

Page 35. Vocabulary, line 10, for “ good,” read “god.”

Page 45. In Lesson XIII, line 13, the sign BIR should be num-
bered 100 and not 102.

Page 48. Vocabulary, line 13, read amt for fmo.

Page 49. Vocabulary, line 3, read n for mn.

CORRIGENDA AND ADDENDA TO THE GLOSSARY, pp. 51-58

In the Glossary, all roots referred from the Vocabulary of Lesson
XIII, lines 2-13, incl., should have the reference XIII, instead of XII.

nw Add arhu ¢ month,” XIII, 11; wrruhis ¢ quickly,” XV, 2.
Lon, Add eklitu ¢ darkness,’ X, 4.

7w, Add er2 *bronze,’ X, 6.

b, Add bélatu “ dominion,” XV, 7.

Y%a Add participle mubaliil ¢ fusing,’ X, 6. '
a1y Read XIII, 6; XIV, 6.

> Read 19, 44; XIV, 9,12.

¥3% Add labbis ¢like a lion,’” XIII, 6.

pnY For XVI, 12, read XIV, 12.

oo Add melammu ¢ splendor,” X1V, 9.

Ombn Add mulmully ¢ javelin, XIV, 7.

npn Add imgut, XV, 4.

" Add annadirma ¢I raged,’ IV, 1; XIII, 6.

no For XIII, 5, read XIII, 15.

M9 Omit pagri¥ ¢ like a corpse,” XIII, 15.

nay For XIII, 11, read XIII, 14.

oY For XIV, 12, read X1V, 13.

1ow Add pret. askun, XIV, 1, 8; Ifteal aStakan, 41.

“ow Add Ifteal {Stappardnimma ¢they sent me,” XIII, 7.
Yon Add takiltw ¢ oracle, XIII, 7.
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